d’’sb

Contact the Council
Jewish Representative Council of Greater Manchester and Region
Tel/Fax: 0161 720 8721
E-mail: office@jewishmanchester.org
ON THE WEB AT

www.jewishmanchester.org
Providing a quick and easy-to-use guide to your communal organisations
Contact us by phone, fax or e-mail to add your event to the Communal

Diary!

Check the Communal Diary before arranging your event to reduce clashes with other functions,
and we will publicise your event to all our delegates and their organisations.
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A Community United

Inside your
RepPresents

T h e s e i n c i d e n ts h a v e
occurred at a time when the
Council is reviewing our own
structures and looking to be
more pro-active. Part of that restructuring will be a new
working group on Anti-Semitism
and Human Rights and we
would encourage anyone
wishing to be involved to
contact our Hon. Secretary,
Michael Rubinstein, through the
C o u n c i l o f f i c e ,
office@jewishmanchester.org
Tel. 0161 720 8721

There’s change afoot at
the Representative
Council and you can see
it throughout this issue.

The conflict in Gaza and Israel over the last few months has seen
organisations in the Jewish community come together to ensure that
relationships across the Region with other communities remain
strong.
The strain on such
relationships could be seen in
the weeks of demonstrations
outside the Kedem Cosmetics
shop in Manchester City
Centre. The protests went
beyond being legitimate with
individuals shouting antiSemitic slogans and staff being
subject to intimidation and
harassment.
There were also several
a n t i - S e m i t i c i n c i d e n ts i n
neighbourhoods with large
Jewish populations and we
know already that there has
been a dramatic increase of
such incidents in Greater
Manchester.
Whilst the Representative
Council and others used our
good relations with the Police
and Local Authorities to discuss
how we could ensure the
protests did not damage
community cohesion, a
counter-protest emerged from
our community. Many people
became involved who had not
been energised previously and
we saw a strong, united voice
saying that we would not allow
anti-Semitism to pervade our
City.
With the protests now
moved from outside the shop
itself, we hope that community
relations can be repaired.
However, we are now even
more keenly aware of the need
to act in a co-ordinated manner
when our community is
attacked in such a manner.

To t h a t e n d , t h e
Representative Council
convened a meeting last month
with partner organisations
along with several individuals
who had acted as the leaders of
the counter-protests. The
meeting concluded that there
was a clear need to improve our

communications and work
together to ensure the safety of
o u r c o m m u n i t y. We a r e
delighted that the Zionist
Central Council will pull
together this work and the
Representative Council will
support this move towards more
co-operation and effectiveness.

New Officers Elected

The Council’s AGM in May heard from Louise Ellman MP on her work including challenging
antisemitism in the UK. It also saw a new President and Officers elected.
l-r Frank Baigel - Past President, Jonny Wineberg - Vice-President, Louise Ellman MP, Philip Langer - Treasurer,
Sharon Bannister - President, Jacky Buchsbaum - Vice-President, Rabbi Arnold Saunders - Hon. Secretary,
Michael Rubinstein - Hon. Secretary

At the bottom of this page is
a piece on what the new Youth &
Community Working Group will
be getting up to.
Page 2 is all about health
and we’re excited to be working
with the local NHS Clinical
Commissioning Groups to
ensure you have the chance to
have your say on proposed
NHS changes.
Page 3 has details of the
exciting Shabbat UK initiative,
which we hope will energise the
whole community the weekend
of October 24-25th.
Our centre pages profile the
new Honorary Officers as well
as having more information on
the restructuring of the Council,
which will give you more
opportunity for involvement in
community affairs.
Page 6 celebrates our own
Michelle Wiseman becoming
Mayor of Bury and the
wonderful League of Jewish
Women’s ongoing service to
both our, and the wider,
community.
Page 7 has an article
detailing the work of the North
Manchester Jewish Cemeteries
Trust and Page 8 tells you how
your Synagogue can get
involved in the Weekend of
Twinning and visit your local
Mosque.
With our Quiz coming up in
November, the Board’s visit on
September 21st and many
more events, our community
continues to be hugely vibrant.

New Youth Working Group

Newly elected Executive member, Steve Weller, will be chairing the
Council’s new Youth & Community Working Group. Here, he explains its role
and priorities.
Currently Manchester has a
wonderful and thriving Youth
contingent, ranging from young
people involved in traditional
youth movements to young
people who are performing
wonderful volunteering roles
either as part of their Duke of
Edinburgh’s Award scheme or
through just wanting to do good
things for the community they
live in. At the moment there is
very little cohesion and strategic
planning to most of this great
work.
T h e n e w Yo u t h a n d
Community working group will
look at the needs of the Youth of
the community (14-25 year
olds) and also pay close
attention to future leadership

training. This committee will be
the link between the
Representative Council and the
UJIA Lay Leadership course,
youth movements and other
community leadership
programmes to help find roles
for the future leaders of the
community. The group will also
look at capacity building and
community development
p r o j e c ts w i t h a v i e w t o
improving activities available
and future proofing the current
community structure.
Priorities
The starting point would be
to start to work on the points
below as a response to the

Steve Weller

commission on Jewish Youth
Provision and to prepare the
community for its
implementation in the coming
years.
1. Strategic planning of Jewish
Youth Provision in Greater
M a n c h e s t e r, b r i n g i n g
together those responsible
from youth movements,
synagogues, schools and
other providers
2. A c c r e d i t e d Y o u t h
Leadership Training
3. Creating a Jewish Youth
Council of young people
4. O t h e r s u p p o r t a n d
partnership work
The plan is to make this
working group as wide and
diverse as the community is and
to try to find ways of bringing
together a broad spectrum of
ages and religious observance

to be able to see where the
community can be more
cohesive.
The opportunity that this
working group will bring is clear:
Even better opportunities and
choice for young people and
young adults; improved
marketing and promotion of
these opportunities to both
potential participants as well as
parents; and, in the longer term,
a brighter future for the whole
community, more attractive to
those living, or wishing to live,
here with new leaders coming
through in a supported manner.
If you wish to be involved,
whether as part of this, or
another, Council Working Group
or in any other way, please
contact us through
office@jewishmanchester.org
or Tel 0161 720 8721.
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Healthier Together
Representation

Consultation

The Jewish Representative Council is represented on many committees
across the Region that support our community. Dr Jackie Lewis Co-Chairs
Salford’s Healthy Collaborative Community Committee that promotes public
health across the City, and gives us an insight into their work.

The National Health Service continues to go
through major changes and the latest big initiative
is Healthier Together.

There is a group of
enthusiastic Jewish ladies and
gentlemen, who have been
manning stalls in different
locations in Salford, such as
Broughton Hub and shul car
parks. They are providing
information on healthy living.
These are volunteers working
for the Jewish subgroup of the
Salford Healthy Communities
Collaborative (Salford HCC.)
Our project is paid for by
Public Health and we aim to
improve the health of the
Orthodox community in Salford
and its outskirts, especially
focusing on the area around
Northumberland Street. We
encourage adults aged 40-74 to
attend their GP surgeries, when
invited, for five yearly ‘NHS
checks’ ( these are a little like an
MOT, including blood pressure,
blood sugar and cholesterol)
and also to have screening
tests, such as smear tests,
mammograms and bowel
screening.
Unfortunately we
are aware that the pick-up of

these life saving tests is poor
within the community. We think
that people are sometimes
scared of the results, or feel too
busy or perhaps have a fatalistic
attitude. However these tests
are designed to catch cancer at
the earliest of stages, before it is
established or before there are
symptoms, where there is a
very good chance of cure.

Raising Awareness
We also raise awareness of
the signs and symptoms of
cardiovascular disease and of
cancer. We have produced
blessing cards with key health
messages as an innovative way
of engaging members of the
community.
Any information that we are
given is dealt with respectfully
and confidentiality is
maintained.
We also hope to encourage
people to live more healthily and
to reduce rates of smoking and
drinking alcohol and to improve
diet. Within our team are

doctors, nurses, nutritionists
and other committed trained
volunteers. Members of the
team include: Rabbi Arnold
Saunders, Barbara Goldstone,
Jackie Harrison, Jennie
Goldstone, Susan Fisher,
Gerald Goldberg, Harold
Kershner, Dr Bernard Harris, Dr
Jackie Lewis, Lloyd Plotsky,
Norman Druce, Ben Kasstan,
Joanne Harris and Sylvia
Cofnas.
We have links with Salford
health improvement services,
Chai Cancer Care, Cancer
Research UK, psychologists
and health trainers and with the
health bus. We are hoping also
to establish connections with
local GP surgeries and with
grocery stores and
delicatessens to provide
healthier food aisles.
To get more involved or for
more information, please
contact Elizabeth on 078480 3 0 1 4 4 o r e m a i l
elizabeth@uni.uk.net

Healthier Together is a
review of health and social care
across Greater Manchester and
is part of a wider public service
reform, seeking to improve
outcomes for all residents. The
12 Greater Manchester Clinical
Commissioning Groups
(CCGs) are leading the
programme, supported by the
Service Transformation team
and working in partnership with
social care partners, voluntary
organisations and all 10 local
authorities across the County.
Health and social care
leaders from across Greater
Manchester have been working
together to review the services
they offer and the way they are
delivered. This has sought to
provide the best possible
standards of care whilst
balancing the rising demand on
services within the limited
health and social care
resources available.
H e a l t h i e r To g e t h e r i s
seeking to improve the quality of
treatment in and out of hospital
under primary care, integrated

(joined up) care and hospital
care, through a programme of
reconfiguration.
As part of the proposals,
eight options have been
identified for the future potential
configuration of how
emergency medicine, acute
medicine and general surgery
are provided across Local
G e n e r a l a n d Sp e c i a l i s t
Hospitals across Greater
Manchester.
The Representative
Council, in partnership with the
Bury and Salford CCGs, are
offering a chance to find out
more about the proposals, and
have your say on them, before
the consultation finishes at the
end of September. This will be
on Sunday 21st September, as
per advertised below. See
www.jewishmanchester.org for
more details
Yo u c a n s e e m o r e
information on the Healthier
To g e t h e r p r o p o s a l s a t :
www.healthiertogethergm.nhs.uk
where you can also complete
their on-line questionnaire.

Through Healthier Together there are plans for the biggest ever changes to
health services in Greater Manchester
The plans aim to improve services like those provided at your GP surgery,
community-based services and hospital care
But before some of these changes can happen, the NHS needs to know what
you think
You can find out more about the proposals and tell us what you think about
them at the Community Event taking place on:
Date: Sunday 21st September
Time: 6.30pm to 7.30pm
Venue: Nicky Alliance Centre, Middleton Road, M8
We hope to see you there
If you can’t come to this event, you can find out more and give your views on
the proposals online at www.BestCareGM.nhs.uk or call 0800 888 6789
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Get Involved in Shabbat UK
Harris Frazer is heading up Manchester’s efforts to
bring an exciting initiative to our Region and whether
you’re Ashkenazi, Sephardi or define your Judaism in
any other way, you can get involved.
In 2013, Chief Rabbi Warren
Goldstein of South Africa
initiated perhaps the most
ambitious, groundbreaking
initiative ever seen by
contemporary Orthodox Jewry.
The Shabbos Project was an
attempt to encourage every Jew
in South Africa, regardless of
their level of observance to keep
and celebrate Shabbat for just
one week.
The project was a
resounding success with an
incredible degree of participation
across the country. So much so,
that Chief Rabbi Goldstein
wondered whether its success
could be replicated across the
world. The result is that Chief
Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis has called
upon all Jews across the UK to
celebrate a Shabbat unlike any
other, on the weekend of Friday
24th October and Saturday 25th
October. It is to be known as
Shabbat UK.
At its core, Shabbat UK is
about harnessing all the
goodness and uniqueness of a
traditional, authentic Shabbat
and inviting Jews around the
country to celebrate it in a way
they never have before. Shabbat
is a central part of what it is to be
Jewish. It plays a crucial role in
Jewish identity with its
powerfully uplifting and
transformative qualities.
In Manchester, we have
elected to answer Chief Rabbi
Mirvis’s call by encouraging as
many people as possible to
observe Shabbat in full for 25

hours. The idea of a whole day
without a car, a mobile phone or
social media might sound
intimidating to some but given
the chance to experience it for
themselves they might realise
just how incredibly liberating it
can be!
Synagogues, Jewish
schools and other Jewish
organisations are planning a
series of events to mark Shabbat
UK. This is an incredible
opportunity to join with fellow
Jews around the country and
indeed the world, to experience
l i f e , f o r j u s t o n e d a y,
disconnected from the daily
grind and engage with Shabbat
in a meaningful way. If you’d like

to be involved, why not contact
your local synagogue and see
what they’re planning?
Alternatively, you could plan to
celebrate Shabbat, in private
with your family.
In the run up to this special
weekend, you’ll be able to
access all kinds of educational
materials and resources from
the Shabbat UK website:
www.shabbatuk.org. So keep an
eye out for those and maybe
start to think about whether
you’d like to be involved.
Shabbat UK will bring people
together in a unique
atmosphere, as thousands of
Jews join in celebrating a
Shabbat like no other. How will
you celebrate Shabbat UK?
For further information
please call Harris Frazer on
07821-406959.

Over the High Holidays,
when many Jews attend Shul,
people with learning disabilities
and mental health issues face
many obstacles to doing so.
Within the community there
are several schemes that make
Shul attendance affordable for
those on lower incomes. The
Judith Trust is proposing that
Shuls operate a scheme
whereby a certain number of
seats could be made available
for free, or at a discounted rate,
for people with learning
disabilities and or mental health
problems. Bookings would be
made through us; we would find
out all the relevant information
from the prospective attendee
and check they are eligible, and
then we would pass on
information about the attendees
to the Shul they wish to attend
well in advance of the service.
We envisage only modest
numbers of people wishing to

t a k e u p t h i s o f f e r, b u t
nonetheless, it would be a real
achievement for the Jewish
community to make it possible
for even only a few more people
to attend Shul who have been
previously unable to.
While this is a pilot initiative,
we hope to operate this scheme
for the upcoming Shabbat UK
weekend. As Chief Rabbi Mirvis
stated, “Shabbat has the power
to shape and transform
individuals and communities.”
We share this view, and hope
that people with learning
disabilities and mental health
problems can be included in this
vision.
To discuss this idea or to
have a conversation about
inclusion, please contact Jo
Richler, jo@judithtrust.org.uk
or 07967-268084 . You can
access our free Inclusion
Campaign resources at
www.judithtrust.org.uk.

RepPresents Editorial Team
Barbara D Goldstone, Editor
Sharon Bannister
David Lewis
Jonny Wineberg

Judith Hayman
Sheila Johnson

Harris Frazer addresses June’s meeting of the Representative Council

Middle East Lecture

This year’s Sir Sidney and Lady Gertrude Hamburger Memorial Lecture will be given
by Jonathan Sacerdoti, the respected political, cultural and Middle East
commentator and analyst.
Jonathan holds an MA in
English from Oxford and is the
UK correspondent for the
international news TV channel
i24news.
From commenting on the
popular uprisings in Egypt on
the BBC, to discussing opera on
Channel 4 News and dissecting
Saturday night TV with Evan
Davis on BBC Radio 4's Today
programme, Jonathan's
analysis brings clear and deep
insight from a wealth of
research, contacts and sources.
A regular commentator on
international news channels
including the BBC, Al Jazeera,
Sky News, China International
Radio, the Voice of Russia radio
and Channel 4 News, he has
debated with public figures such

The Judith Trust’s Inclusion Campaign works for the
inclusion of people with learning disabilities and
mental health problems in the Jewish community.
Here, Jo Richler explains their plans and the link with
Shabbat UK.

as former London Mayor Ken
Livingstone. As a broadcaster
he has provided expert
commentary alongside Lord
West (former First Sea Lord and
former security advisor to the
British Prime Minister),
Professor Fawaz A. Gerges
(London School of Economics),
and many others.
Jonathan is the former
Director of Public Affairs of the
Zionist Federation and has
spoken both as a keynote
speaker and as a panelist at
international conferences
organised by Harvard
University, National Chengchi
University in Taiwan and the
American University in Dubai,
and has debated at the Oxford
and Cambridge Unions.

Salford Jewish Community
Health Research
Recruitment of 6 Peer Researchers
10 Weeks @ £8 an hour for 6 hours per week
Help develop project research tools; recruit people from the local
community to participate; lead focus groups and conduct one-toone interviews. All supported by professional researchers.
You will be a peer of the target group - Jewish Salfordians; have
a good knowledge of one or more sections of the Salford Jewish
community; have strong group work and communication skills
and be excited about meeting the community’s health needs. We
are looking for applications from all parts of the community and
both men and women.
No formal qualifications required.

Recruitment process via Jcom Employment Agency
Download application pack from
www.jcomemployment.org/job6r or call 0161 798 2123
Deadline for applications: Tuesday 30th September
Interviews: Tuesday 7th October

Want to get involved or submit an
article for our Pesach Edition?
Email us at
office@jewishmanchester.org

HAMBURGER
LECTURE 2014
The Zionist Central Council
together with

The Jewish Representative Council
present:

The 2014 Sir Sidney and Lady Gertrude
Hamburger Memorial Lecture

Jonathan Sacerdoti, Middle East Analyst
“Operation Protective Edge, what really happened
and what next?”

Monday, 22 September 2014 at 7:30pm
£3 Donation
For venue and to register contact:
0161 740 8835 or zcc.man@zen.co.uk

